Norfolk Four Call For Vindication in Wake of
Ford Corruption Trial
  
 
Counsel for the Norfolk Four issued the following statement concerning the conclusion of former Norfolk detective   Robert Glenn Ford’s corruption trial in the United States District Court in Norfolk:
 
"Today, following a seven-day trial in the federal courthouse in Norfolk, former Norfolk homicide detective Robert Glenn Ford, the detective responsible for the wrongful conviction of the Norfolk Four, was convicted of multiple counts of extortion and lying to federal law enforcement officials.  The evidence heard by the jury strongly supports this verdict, and further establishes a larger pattern of unlawful and dishonest conduct on the part of Ford during his tenure as a homicide detective in the Norfolk Police Department.

 

"The jury heard from more than 25 witnesses, including FBI agents, Norfolk police detectives, Ford’s own former partner, as well as several defendants.  The evidence proved that Ford sought out and accepted tens of thousands of dollars in bribes, and then provided perjured testimony and false statements to help drug dealers remain on the streets.  As the prosecutors asserted in their closing arguments, Ford was a “corrupt cop” who “conned” judges and prosecutors.

 

"From the start, the Norfolk Police Department failed in its duty to properly oversee the actions of its rogue police officer.  For years, the Norfolk Police Department turned a blind eye to Detective Ford’s misconduct.  Then, rather than objectively investigating serious allegations that Ford accepted thousands of dollars in bribes or, better yet, seeking an independent investigation by an outside agency from the start, the NPD instead assigned two of Ford’s former friends and colleagues from the Homicide Squad to conduct what, not surprisingly, turned out to be a questionable investigation at best.  Shockingly, at least one senior NPD official involved in the 'investigation' refused to cooperate with the FBI and rebuffed requests from federal prosecutors to even discuss the allegations against Ford.

 

"Detective Ford’s pattern of rampant, unchecked misconduct included pursuing the Norfolk Four -- innocent men convicted of a crime they did not commit.  The Commonwealth should no longer allow the grave injustice suffered by the four former sailors -- Danial Williams, Joseph Dick, Eric Wilson, and Derek Tice -- to continue.  Authorities should immediately concede that the Norfolk Four convictions are invalid and should finally and forever dismiss the charges against them. Justice demands nothing less." 

 

E. Desmond Hogan, Esq., Hogan Lovells, attorney for Derek Tice
George H. Kendall, Esq., Squire, Sanders & Dempsey, attorney for Joseph Dick, Jr.
Stephen A. Northup, Esq. Troutman, Sanders, attorney for Eric Wilson
Donald P. Salzman, Esq., Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom, attorney for Danial Williams
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